TRADITIONAL OUTDOOR RECREATION: LEFT OUT OF THE PICTURE

OHV Program Promotes Mainly AT'Vs, Dirt Bikes

California’s Unmet Outdoor Recreation Needs
California’s growing population and dwindling open space have sparked greater demand for traditional outdoor recreation
in places off of paved highways. A 2002 State Parks needs analysis found that camping in developed sites, trail hiking,
walking for fitness and fun, and wildlife viewing were the four top activities that Californians (1) would have done more
often if facilities had been available and (2) would support government spending to improve those opportunities.

Despite this unmet demand, fuel-tax revenues generated by the most popular forms of traditional outdoor recreation are
currently being diverted to promote all-terrain vehicle (ATV) and dirt bike recreation for a small minority of off-road
vehicle users.

Campers, Hikers, Anglers Unfairly Subsidize OHV Program

California’s  Off-Highway
Vehicle Program is supposed to
provide recreation opportunities
for the growing number of
Californians driving on dirt
roads to recreate on public
lands. More than 85% of the
program is funded by the oftf-
pavement portion of the fuel tax.
A 20006 State Parks study found
that the vast majority of
California’s off-highway fuel
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usage comes from cars, trucks,
and SUVs used by families and
individuals going off-highway
to camp, fish, and hike. Yet,
mote than two-thirds of the
OHYV Fund is spent to promote
ATV and motorcycle recreation
on California’s public lands.
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Every time Californians drive on dirt roads to hike, ski or fish they are paying fuel taxes that go into
California’s OHV Program. Yet, the program does not currently fund non-motorized recreation on
California’s public lands.

Despite the fact that the
overwhelming majority of fuel
tax receipts are generated by
hiking, camping, and fishing, the OHV Program does not currently provide any traditional outdoor recreation opportunities.
It does not even direct that OHV recreation projects should respect or avoid conflict with traditional outdoor recreation.

Program Needs Reform to Support Traditional Outdoor Recreation
This year’s legislative session is critical to California’s OHV program. The OHV program expires January 1, 2008, and must

be renewed in 2007. A growing coalition of conservationists, outdoor enthusiasts, and local community members is urging
legislators to make sure that OHV Fund expenditures more fairly benefit “the rest of us” who drive dirt roads for traditional
outdoor recreation such as camping, fishing, and hiking, not just dirt bikes and ATVs.

Alliance for Responsible Recreation m California Wilderness Coalition m Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation
Community ORV Watch ® Desert Protective Council @ Defenders of Wildlife ® Friends of the Inyo

Friends of Juniper Flats w Granite Bay Flycasters ® Pinon Hills Area Property Owners ® Planning and Conservation League

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility ® Red Mountain Property Owners Alliance ® Ridge Rands Private

Property Owner’s Group ® Sierra Club California ® Sierra Foothills Audubon Society ® Tolowa Dunes Stewards

Western San Bernardino County Landowner’s Association ® The Wilderness Society




